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Judicial Process and Behavior

Table 10.

Scale for Measuring Precedent Role Orientation-lowa and California Judges

Response (in percentage)

Strongly Agree Disagree Strongly
Agree Disagree
1. A good judge is one who sticks as
closely to precedents as possible
California 405 378 162 27
lowa 23.1 654 7.7 0
2. Judges shouid be allowed great '
discretion in decision making to
insure that their decisions are "just”
California  18.9 486 27.0 0
lowa 346 46.2 154 0.
3. It is wrong for a judge to allow
- his personal philosophy to
influence his decisions
California 21.6 29.7 405 8.1
lowa 231 46.2 231 3.6
4. Precedents are rarely conclusive;
usually a judge can find a
precedent which supports his own
point of view
California  13.5 432 378 54
lowa 3.8 346 433 11.5
5. Precedents and statutes are only a -
few of the factors which should
influence judge’s decisions .
California 5.4 - 351 405 18.9
lowa 11.5 69.2 19.2 0
6. It is just as legitimate to make a
decision and then find the precedent
as it is to find the precedent and
then make the decision
California 54 35.1 432 16.2
lowa 7.7 15.4 50.0 15.4
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