Canons of Intepretation

1. Words grouped together have a similar meaning

2. Inclusion in one section implies exclusion in another section when omitted

3. Rule of lenity in criminal cases

4. Interpret to avoid a constitutional  issue

5. Avoid preemption and interference with state's rights

6. Waivers of sovereign immunity must be express

7. Read statutes in pari materia

8. Assume words have ordinary meaning

9. Words have same meaning when used throughout the statute

10. General terms are limited by specific words

11. Court must interpret what Congress says

12. Construe against government when ambiguous

13. Court and agency must follow intent of Congress

14. Fulfill statutory purpose and avoid absurd results.

15. Repeals by implication disfavored

16. Plain meaning of statute controls

17. Read statutes to give meaning to all words

18. Exclusion from statute must be specific

19. Construe tax laws narrowly

20. Defer to lower courts on issues of state law.

21. Look to legislative history for guidance

22. Don't read broad language narrowly

23. Defer to agency.

