Timeline of Pakistan
1906 Muslim League founded to protect Muslim interests in India.
1930 Poet M. Iqbal advanced idea of a separate Muslim nation.
1947 Muslim state of East and West Pakistan created from India under the leadership of Jinnah who became the first governor general.  Widespread bloodshed occurred as 6,000,000 Hindus and Sikhs fled to India and 8,000,000 Muslims fled to Pakistan.
1948 Jinnah died; Liaquat Ali Khan continued as Prime Minister.  First war with India over Kashmir.
1951    Liaquat Ali Khan assassinated.

1956 Constitution of 1956, a collection of secular laws, declared Pakistan an Islamic republic and established a parliamentary democracy with Islam as a guiding influence but not a binding one.
1958    President Mirza nullified the 1956 constitution and declared martial law only

 to be overtaken in a coup by General Ayub Khan who took the presidency in 

1960.

1962 Constitution of 1962, authored by General Ayub Khan, focused on a liberal and modernist interpretation of Islam and ended the period of martial law.  
1965 Second war with India over Kashmir.  In light of the civil unrest in East Pakistan, General Ayub Khan resigned and handed power over to General Yahya Khan who again declared martial law.
1970 First national general election since independence held.  Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s 


       party won the majority of seats in West Pakistan, while East Pakistan 


       declared independence.
1971 Yahya Khan resigned, East Pakistan seceded and Bhutto became President

1973     Constitution of 1973, still in effect today, was the work of Bhutto who made 
 
      concessions to the Jamaat-I Islami.  Islam declared the state religion and 
            Islamic education became mandatory.
1977 Riots and General Zia hul-Haq staged military coup.  General Zia’s amendments to the constitution aimed to remove the corrupt parts of the constitution with orthodox Muslim ideas.  
1978    General Zia became president.
1979     Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto hanged.
1985 Martial law and political parties ban lifted.

1988 General Zia killed in mysterious plane crash which ends military rule.  Benazir Bhutto, daughter of Zulfiquar Ali Bhutto, became Prime Minister.
1990     Bhutto dismissed on charges of incompetence and corruption.  Sharif elected

      as prime minister.  Sharif helped economic growth through privatization and

      deregulation of industries.
1991     Islamic Shariah law incorporated into legal code.
1993     President Khan and Prime Minister Sharif resigned under pressure from

    military.  General election enabled Benazir Bhutto to return as Prime Minister.
1997 Nawaz Sharif returned as prime minister.
1999 Bhutto and husband, convicted of corruption, fled country.  Prime Minister Sharif overthrown in military coup led by General Musharraf.  Musharraf suspended the constitution.
2000 Narwaz Sharif exiled to Saudi Arabia.
2001 General Musharaf named himself president.  

2001-2003 Tension with India over Kashmir.
2004 Shaukat Aziz sworn in as prime minister. President Musharraf stated that he would stay on as head of military.

2005    Earthquake killed tens of thousands of people.
